
T he idiom, “the apple doesn’t fall too far 
from the tree,” refl ects the inherent per-
sonality and character traits that are 

passed on from one generation to the next.  
Synonymous with that idiom; “like father, like 
son” is the phrase captured in the resemblance 
of one of Central Florida’s most progressive pas-
tors and his father.  Pastor Jonathan L. McKnight 
of Sanctuary of Praise Ministries in Orlando is a 
modern-day renaissance man whose mantle and 
mandate refl ect the impressions and impact of his 
life-long mentor, hero, and father; Bishop James 
E. McKnight, Sr.  This phenomenal father, 5th gen-
eration preacher, pastor, philanthropist, entrepre-
neur, and author speaks poignantly about one of 
the most powerful relationships in his life, and the 
ministry that was birthed as a result.         

You have a very exciting conference coming up next 
month.  Tell us a little bit about it, where it will be 
held, when it will be held, and what it will address.

I am hosting the Travailing into the Supernatural 
Prayer Conference at my church, Sanctuary of Praise, 
located at 5600 Westgate Drive in Orlando, on July 
15-17, 2010.  The primary objective of the conference 
is no t only to provide an atmosphere for people to 
travail and cry out to God; but also to receive instruc-
tion on how to pray.  I believe two of the most vital 
tools necessary to obtain and maintain personal vic-
tory are the Word of God and your personal prayer life.    

How long have you been facilitating this conference 
and why are you inclined to continue doing it?

We’ve been doing the conference since 2007; 
and will continue as the Lord leads.   I also recog-
nize in the Body of Christ the need for people to be 
developed in prayer, as this is the most critical way 
we communicate with God. 

Who can we expect as guest speakers and psalmists; 
and can anyone attend?

Ministering this year will be Dr. Joyce Rodgers, Dr. 
Angel Nunez, Bishop Dannie Williams, myself; and 
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the psalmists will be Myron Williams and Dorinda 
Clarke-Cole.  The conference is open to everyone 
and it is free, but everyone must register.  You may 
register at Sanctuary of Praise Ministries located 
at 5600 Westgate Drive in Orlando, at Eagle’s 
Nest Bookstore located at 805 S. Kirkman Road in 
Orlando, or by calling (407) 294-5487 or (407) 523-
1139.  You may also register online at www.sanctu-
aryofpraise.org or www.jlmcknightministries.org.  

From what I understand, God has given you a vision 
for an organization dealing speci� cally with prayer.  
What is the purpose of the organization and how 
can someone become involved?

The Lord gave me a vision to develop a global 
movement of intercessors called the P.E.A.C.E. Prayer 
Army; where our mission is to unify the hearts, the 
minds and the godly focus of prayer intercessors 
all over the world and bring a force of victory and 
agreement corporately through eff ectual prayer.  
Anyone desiring to be connected in prayer with 
believers around the globe can join.  This means you 
will be standing in agreement with others for God to 
release His power and move favorably on your behalf.  
You can join by logging on to our website at www.
jlmcknightministries.org.   There is no cost, it is not a 
denomination, I’m not starting another church; this is 
a divine assignment for my life, from God.  

In addition to the conference and Prayer Army, 
you’ve also written a book and recorded a CD deal-
ing with prayer as well.  Are there testimonies about 
how the book and CD have impacted lives?

One of the books that I’ve written is entitled, 
“Prayer is a Must.”  Along with the book, is a 
companion CD with recordings of seven diff erent 
prayers of victory that I pray with a background of 
worship music.  The book and companion CD have 
been endorsed by TBN’s Jan and Paul 
Crouch; and we have received numer-
ous testimonies from around the 
globe about the impact that the book 
has had on the lives of people who 
have received it, as well as the CD.  
Seminaries are now teaching from 
the book, hospital Intensive Care 
Units are playing the CD in the room 
of critically ill patients and thousands 
of people are writing to us about 
how their lives and their families are 
being aff ected by the power of prayer 
released through the book and CD. 

Where can the book and CD be 
purchased?

The book and CD can be purchased at Eagle’s 
Nest Christian Bookstore in Orlando, at TBN’s Holy 
Land Experience in the bookstores, at my church, 
Sanctuary of Praise and of course on line at www.
jlmcknightministries.org, or by calling the church at 
(407) 294-5487.

There is obviously an anointing and mantle for 
prayer on your life.  Where would you say your inspi-
ration and motivation for this vision stems from?

Absolutely, without a doubt from my mom and 
dad.  My father is the Presiding Bishop of the Church 
of God by Faith, Inc. and he has always been my 
mentor and the most infl uential person in my life, 
still watching over my life today.  I’ve learned what 
it means to literally walk by faith and trust God, 
through the life that I have seen my father and 
mother live before me.  We weren’t rich growing 
up; but we didn’t know that we were poor either.  
My parents provided for us, kept us in church, 
and developed a strong discipline and focus for 
work.   My dad has made deep deposits in my life 
and I would have to say, he has not only inspired, 
disciplined and discipled me; but also shaped me 
for my assignment.  His devotion to God, his love for 
his family, his love for people, and his military back-
ground are values that have helped me to become 
who I am.   

What do you believe God is saying to the Body of 
Christ concerning prayer in this season?

PRAY and not faint!!!!

What can we expect in the future from the Prayer Is 
A Must Conference and  PEACE Prayer Army?   

Right now, I’m just obeying God and keeping 
my heart and mind open to whatever direction He 
takes me in.  

Prayer is a Must!
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